Louisa County Sheriff’s Office – Sgt. Chuck Love, (Detective, Public Information, SHIELD)
Oct 2, 2021 Neighborhood Safety and Security Presentation Summary
The Community Outreach, Health and Safety, and Volunteering Committee invited Sgt. Chuck Love from the Louisa County Sheriff’s Office on Saturday, October 2 to explain different programs available to increase security and neighborhood safety to residents of The Waters at Lake Anna community. 

Sgt. Love presented an excellent program starting with a discussion of the various options of surveillance available, such as Neighborhood Watch and SHEILD. He also inquired as to which type of safety program the community was interested in. SHEILD interested many in attendance.  Following is a summary of the presentation and questions from the attendees. 

1. LCSO SHIELD Program – The Louisa County Sheriff’s Office (“LCSO”) SHIELD program serves as a platform to highlight community partnerships.  Community policing is the best policing.  LCSO SHIELD was created in partnership with NYPD SHIELD and reaches beyond the borders of Louisa County to keep our community partners informed.  SHIELD increases the effectiveness of the Sheriff’s Office crime prevention and terrorism efforts through community partnerships and information sharing. 
a. It is recommended that the TWALA community residents become members of SHIELD and have at least one (1) coordinator.  Paul Werries, TWALA HOA Chairman of the Physical Security Committee requested if anyone would like to be coordinator to please contact him.  
b. If the TWALA community signs up to become members of SHIELD, a “Neighborhood Watch” sign could be installed at the TWALA community entrance.  This would preclude having to actually perform neighborhood watch by community members.    
c. SHIELD members become the eyes and ears for LCSO with their reports.  SHIELD in turn provides information to all the SHIELD members through alert notifications.
d. SHIELD members will receive notices about the LCSO community, crime trends, road closures, accidents, downed trees and powerline. 
e. After an individual signs up to SHIELD, they will receive a welcome packet.  New members will have the opportunity to sign up for notices/alerts which are of primary and secondary interest to yourself, like first responders (law enforcement, fire, EMS), military, government, computers (cyber).  Members can sign up for 1 primary and as many secondary as desired.  
f. Anyone that’s signs up should let Sgt. Love know if they have a Ring camera or other exterior recording devices. 
g. Stafford and Hanover also have a working SHIELD program.  Spotsylvania SHIELD is in development and Goochland is in the application phase.   
h. To sign up for SHIELD go to https://www.louisacounty.com/2358/SHIELD-Initiatives

2. If on the Next Door App, to avoid receiving all notices, change your alert setting for only TWALA if desired. 

3. Alarm systems, outdoor lights and cameras are recommended, like Ring devices and game cameras. 
4. If requested, a LCSO officer can come to an individual’s home to perform crime assessments for security.

5. Your neighbors are your friends.  Let them know when you are going away for an extended period.  Help and look out for each other. 

6. The LCSO has a part time school resource officer in every school.   

Questions & Answers:
1. What is the response time after a 911 call is placed?    There are many conditions that can affect the response time. The Louisa County Sheriff’s office coverage for Louisa is divided into 5 areas: East 1 and 2, West 1 and 2 and Louisa City.   There are always 1 or 2 units in each sector.  The size of the work force is usually 5-6 individuals per patrol shift.   Usually the response time could be 5-6 minutes.   When an active event is in progress this will pull a patrol officer from being able to respond to another call.  The location of a patrol officer in their assigned sector at the time of the call also affects response times.  A domestic or suicidal event requires 2 patrol officers in place.  During winter /off season months, the County has roughly 37,000 citizens.  The Commonwealth of VA provides that (1) patrol officer is required for every 1500 citizens.  In the summer time the number of citizens doubles, however no additional officers are allowed.   The Louisa County jail is located in Orange County.  So if the patrol officer has an arrest they have to go to Orange County, so this takes them of the road for calls.

2. What types of crime occurs in our area of Louisa?  Most crimes/ break-ins are performed by someone the homeowner knows, and usually involving minor vandalisms and stealing meds.    Overall Louisa is a safe community with occasional occurrences.   Let your community SHIELD Coordinator/s be aware of any issues.  If anyone has unused or expired medicines they would like to dispose of there is a medicine drop off box at the Sheriff’s Office in the lobby  The Louisa County crime offenders will get more jail time than most other counties, a sex offender recently received 5 life sentences and 100 yrs.  Ninety percent (90 %) of crimes are prevented from traffic stops.  However state legislation is now preventing patrol officers from doing their check stops.  Now a driver cannot be stopped for a light out, improper use of signal lights, loud exhaust systems, dangling objects on the rear view mirror.  Not wearing a seat belt is a secondary offence now.  The LCSO prides itself on performing proactive investigations verses reactive.  Lights, cameras and fences are the best deterrents for intruders and vandals.

3. Any gang activity?  Yes there has been some.  Gangs such as the cribes and the bloods are in the County.  MS13 is generally in the State Park area on the water.  However this activity is generally tending down.

4. Conceal carry requirements?  Applications are no longer taken on line.   If interested sign up for the Louisa County Safety Academy for citizens.  This program includes a firearms course that meets the safety course requirement for concealed carry.  Also Louisa County Parks and Recreation conducts firearms training 3 times/year. To Apply for conceal carry the individual must go to Louisa County circuit court with their application and proof of training.  A military DD214 can use used to meet firearms safety course.

5. What can be done to help with policing the TWALA common areas?  If there are ongoing problems let the Sheriff’s office know so they can set something up to assist.  If a community/ individual contacts the Sheriff’s office for trespassers in a common area, the patrol officer cannot perform a “no trespass” or have the individuals removed.  The patrol officer would require someone with authority to state they are trespassing in the sheriff officer’s presence then they can enforce a “no trespass” if the trespassers do not leave.  Same steps apply for an individual homeowner.  The homeowner has to inform the trespasser they are trespassing before legal action can be taken.  Sgt. Love suggested installation of motion detector lights/solar and cameras to help deter night time activities by trespassers or rowdy members.  Involve the Sheriff’s office as a last step.  Call non-emergency number (540-967-1234).  The Sheriff office has records with the TWALA common areas listed.   If there is excessive noise, the LCSO has noise detectors to measure the level.  One noised detecting device is available on each patrol shift.  If there is noise issue, tell the patrol officer to bring their noise detector.  Noise is measure at the property line, if the detector pings, the individual/s can be written up.

6. Speeding on the lake, what can be done?    There is no speed limit on the lake.  However reckless boating, such as driving too close to docks, can be reported.   If you see speeders or reckless boating activity, take down the information about the water craft such as: color, length and registration number then file a report with LCSO.   Also if boaters are driving too fast out of an inlet and causing waves or blind spots, no wake zone signs can be obtained through Lake Anna Civic Association (LACA).  

7. What can be done to stop solicitation??  Non-Solicitation signs cannot be placed at the TWALA community entrance.  A home owner can put up their own sign If desired. 

8. Speeding in the Community – The LCSO has machines with radar detection which records the date time, and speed of each passing vehicle.  The machine also has a sign to alert drivers of their speed.   Additional patrols can be set up as well, based on the need at certain times of the day with radar. 

Additional information can be found on the LCSO website - https://www.louisacounty.com/210/sheriff
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